HistoriCITY — Art Historical Writing in and on Hong Kong

Reading Group

Venue: Asia Art Archive (Laboratory)
Time: 27 Jun, 11 Jul, 8 Aug, 22 Aug & 19 Sep (Wednesday 6:30 — 8:30 pm)
Moderator: Jaspar Lau Kin Wah

The reading group is set up as both preparation work for the coming roundtable on
Hong Kong Art Historical Writing in late September, as well as an experimental project
of its own.

It hopes to provide a rare platform outside the academy to look upon the discipline of Art
History from different aspects and on different areas, as well as encouraging dialogue
and discussion to happen between artists, art writers, curators and scholars.

The present outline and proposed readings are just tentative, and we hope to improve it
with input from others as we go along, turning this into a joint, collective effort. So
please do not hesitate to suggest any materials you think is of interest, and/or enrol and
share your views on the topics with us. Reading materials will generally be prepared two
weeks before the coming session at AAA. Please check out the
http://mmkprojecthkah.blogspot.com/ for latest update. (Session will generally be
conducted in Cantonese, or English depending on circumstances.)

Tentative Outline

Session 1
Date: 27 Jun

Reading focus (1): Hong Kong Art Historical Writings

Inspired by Frank Vigneron’s recent seminar “East Still Meets West? — A Study on Hong
Kong Art” (2" June at CUHK), which compared certain writing tactics of Petra Hinterthiir
and Zhu Qi on Luis Chan as well as other writers on various early Hong Kong art
pioneers. We hope to extend such reading onto other existing literatures, and via them
also re-examine the query that Vigneron raised towards the East/West paradigm in
Hong Kong Art History.

Prime References:

Petra Hinterthtr, Modern Art in Hong Kong (Myer Publishing, 1985)

David Clarke, Hong Kong Art — Culture and Decolonization (Hong Kong University
Press, 2001).
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Jack Lee (ed.), From Reality to Fan;asy: The Art of Luis Chan (Asia Art Archive, 2006).
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Session 2
Date: 11 Jul

Reading focus (2): New Art History (to be confirmed)

Prime References:

A. L. Rees & F. Borzello, The New Art History (London: Camden Press Ltd., 1986).
Donald Preziosi, Rethinking Art History: Mediations on a Coy Science (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1989).

Vernon H. Minor, Art History’s History (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1993).

Reading focus (3): End of Art History (to be confirmed)

Prime References:

Arthur Danto, After the End of Art — Contemporary Art and the Pale of History (Princeton
University Press, 1997)

Hans Belting, Art History after Modernism (The University of Chicago Press, 2003)
[originally published as Das Ende der Kunstgeschichte. Eine Revision nach zehn
Jahren (1995)]

Session 3
Date: 8 Aug

Reading focus (4): Writing, Self-reflectivity (to be confirmed)

Prime Reference:
James Elkins, Our Beautiful, Dry, and Distant Texts — Art History as Writings (Routledge,
2000)

Reading focus (5): Critic-Historian-Aesthetician Thierry de Duve (to be confirmed)

Reference books:

Theirry de Duve, Kant after Duchamp (MIT Press,1996)

Theirry de Duve, Look! (Ludion, 2001)

James Elkins (ed.), Art History Versus Aesthetics (Routledge, 2006)

Session 4
Date: 22 Aug

Reading focus (6): Modernity as Narrative?
H. Foster, B. Buchloh, R. Krauss, Y. Bois (ed.), Art Since 1900 (Thames & Hudson,

2004)
James Elkins, Master Narratives and Their Discontents (Routledge, 2005)



Session 5
Date: 19 Sep (to be confirmed)

Reading focus (7): Visual Arts to Visual Culture

Visual Culture Questionnaire, October 77 (Summer, 1996), 25-70.

Nichloas Mirzoeff (ed.), The Visual Culture Reader. (Routledge, 1998).

Nichloas Mirzoeff, Introduction to Visual Culture (London: Routledge, 1999).

Keith Moxey, Michael Ann Holly (ed.), Art History, Aesthetics, Visual Studies (Clark
Studies in the Visual Arts) (Clark Art Institute, 2003).

James Elkins, Visual Studies: A Skeptical Introduction (Routledge, 2003).

Dealing With The Visual: Art History, Aesthetics And Visual Culture (Ashgate Publishing,
2005).

Project References:
GENERAL

Michael Podro, The Critical Historians of Art (1982)
Mark W. Roskill, What is Art History?(1989)

LOCAL

Books
Petra Hinterthir, Modern Art in Hong Kong (Myer Publishing, 1985)
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David Clarke, Hong Kong Art — Culture and Decolonization (Hong Kong University
Press, 2001).
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Thesis
LAI Mei Lin, MPhil. thesis (2001) Words and Images in Contemporary Hong Kong Art:
1984-1997

Articles

David Clarke, “Hong Kongness, Chineseness and Modernity — Issues of Identity in
Hong Kong Art,” Hong Kong Cultural Studies Bulletin, Issue 4 (Winter 1995), pp. 82-84.
(See also SZE Man Hung, “A Response to David Clarke,” Hong Kong Cultural Studies
Bulletin, Issue 4 (Winter 1995), pp. 86.

Eva MAN Kit Wa, “Post-colonialism and Contemporary Artistic Creation,” Hong Kong
Cultural Studies Bulletin Issue 4 (Winter 1995), pp. 87-89.
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Review of David Clarke, Hong Kong Art: Culture and Decolonization (Duke University
Press, 2002). The Journal of Aesthetic Education 37:3 (Fall 2003): 112-118.

Review of David Clarke, Hong Kong Art: Culture and Decolonization (Duke University
Press, 2002). by Jason C. Kuo [China Review International, Vol. 10, 2003]

Review of David Clarke, Hong Kong Art: Culture and Decolonization (Duke University
Press, 2002). by Joan Kee [CAA. reviews December 6, 2002]
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Elisa Meilin LAI, “A Short Review of Zhu Qi's History of Hong Kong Fine Arts,” White
Text, Issue #2. (2006)

5 CRVE RPN TRt CRtscrsgln) pusiiise]) - (fF#) (22/3/2006) -

fﬂ[@/: <Hﬁ;ﬂﬁ,}»fxal?_%g{fﬁ[wgﬁﬁlgaﬁf‘e) ) <<E§g?fl‘?ﬁ{|‘[’¥>> (Vol4/2005) > F1I 16-
18 -

P 1 CEMRSLISIOT 3~ RS U] TR B R Rl o (R
) (#1/07) -

Chronology

The Hong Kong Art History Archive - Final Report (1995) REF.NGL

Edwin Lai and Jack Lee, 'A Chronology of Visual Arts Activities in Hong Kong, 1900-
1930," in Besides: A Journal of Art History and Criticism 1 (1997): 135-230.

Gao Minglu, ed., Inside Out: New Chinese Art (1998), pp. 207-11.

Someone else's story - our footnotes Contemporary Art of Hong Kong (1990-1999)
(Hong Kong Arts Centre, 2002)

David Clarke, Hong Kong Art: A chronological database of art exhibitions in Hong Kong,
searchable web-based database, Hong Kong Art Archive (http://web.hku.hk/kaa/).

David Clarke, Art in Hong Kong: A Chronological Guide to Exhibitions (1985-2001),
Hong Kong Art Archive. Hong Kong, 2003.
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David Clarke, The Culture of a Border Within: Hong Kong Art and China, Art Journal
(Summer, 2000).
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Hilary Binks, “Contemporary Art in Hong Kong” [Review of David Clarke, Hong Kong Art:
Culture and Decolonization (Duke University Press, 2002).]
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